We need to avoid
economic disaster

This continuing political in-
stability and the increasing
likelihood of a no-deal Brexit
isincredibility damaging to
thelocal business commu-
nity and the economy asa
whole. Retail Nlisvery clear
- ano-deal Brexit should not
be considered by the UK Gov-
ernment as an option.
With over 40,000 jobs at risk,
awithdrawal deal is essen-
tial to avoid the economic
disaster of crashing out on
October 31.
GlynRoberts
Retail NI Chief Executive

Anoutrageous
move by the PM

Thisisan attempt to stage a
constitutional coup by Boris
Johnson and his band of hard
Brexiteers.
The anti-EU rhetoric at the
time of the referendum was
about taking back control.
Right now, there is attempt
to take control away from the
people and allow a small sec-
tion of Brexiteers to crash us
out of Europe.
Boris Johnson’s career has
been marked out by a series
of mistruths.
To describe the attempt
to suspend parliament as
anything other than a ploy to
secure ano-deal Brexitisyet
another lie.
Clare Bailey
Green Party NI leader
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i dation brought
forward by
Commissioner

s, forVictimsand
Survivors, Judith Thomp-
son, that terroristsinjured
by their own violence should
beincluded in pensions
for Troubles victims, has
brought widespread con-
demnation from innocent
victims and the organisations
representing them, including
Ulster Human Rights Watch.
We have been clear in ex-
pressing this concern an
during our meeting with NIO
Minister of State, Nick Hurd
MP, when we also stressed
our lack of faith in govern-
ment assurances on this
matter, which have yet to be
enshrined in legislation.
Unfortunately the position
taken by Judith Thompson,

while being morally inde-

- fensible, sadly is legally de-

fensible. Thisis because no
distinction has been made in
Northern Ireland at statu-
tory level between innocent
victims of terrorist violence,
and perpetrators of the same
violence, who while attempt-
ing to commit mass murder
may have hurt themselvesin
the process.

This brings us to the crux of
the matter: the legislation

- the Victims and Survivors
(Northern Ireland) Order
2006, which provides the
statutory interpretation

of avictimin the Troubles
context. Thisis alegal inter-
pretation that stands alone
globally in failing to recog-
nise the moral dimension of
victimhood, and the need for
vietims to be acknowledged
asdistinct and treated dif-
ferently to the terrorists who
inflicted their suffering.

In faet, itis not onlyincon-
sistent with international
norms, itisinconsistent with
other UK legislation, includ-
ingthe Justice Act (Northern
Ireland) 2015, which brought
into force EU Directive

2012/29/EU, which establish-
esminimum standards on
therights, support, and pro-
tection of victims of crime,
and towhich all UK legisla-
tion, including the offending
2006 Order, should conform.
Victims of terrorism have
been granted a statutory vic-
tim definition which isnot
fit for purpose, and which is
uniquely appalling. Commis-
sioner Thompson has now
brought forward pension
proposalsin line with this
approach and understand-
ably the instant reaction to
these recommendationshas
been for many organisations
toturn their fire on Commis-
sioner Thompson, and de-
mand her resignation.

We fully agree that Com-
missioner Thompson isdue
criticism, not least for failing
torecognise or to articulate
effectively the legitimate
disgust of victims of terror-
ism on being categorised
together with murderers and
criminals. She has also failed
to advocate for the necessary
review of Article 3 of the Vie-
tims and Survivors (North-
ernIreland) Order 2006, to

achieve a definition of victims
and survivors that complies
with the definition of victim of
crime provided in the Justice
Act (Northern Ireland) 2015
and EU Directive 2012/29/EU.
However, as Commissioner
Thompson’s contract now
comes to an end we believe
the emphasis must continue
to be focused on attacking the
‘interpretation’ of ‘victim and
survivor’ in the 2006 Order,
and that innocent victims

of terrorism focus every ef-
fort to achieve real change by
campaigning to see the reform
ofthe Victims and Survivors
(Northern Ireland) Order 2006
by bringing it into conformity
with the rest of the legislation
inthe UK and the EU directive.
Achieving reform of the Statu-
tory Instrument 2006 would
ensure any present or future
commissioner’s representa-
tions and recommendations
would have to reflect an accu-
rate definition of victims and
survivors - perpetrators NOT
included - and that is where
our focus will remain.

® JonathanLarnerisad-
vocacy support officer of Ul-
ster Human Rights Watch

‘Itwouldbea
constitutionaloutrage
if parliamentwere
prevented firom holding
the governmentto
accountatatime of

national crisis'
Philip Hammond

BIRTHDAYS

Elliott Gould, actor, 81; Joel
Schumacher, film director,
80; Chris Copping, musi-
cian, 74; Lenny Henry, ac-
tor/comedian, 61; Joe Swail,
snooker player, 50; Lea
Michele, actress/singer, 33,
Liam Payne, singer, 26.
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CHARTER

This newspaper is built ona tra-
dition of accuracy and fairness,
giving you the informationyou
need to understand our world,
holding power to account and
exposing injustice. Qur trusted
brand means we are the place
where you can read and partici-
pate in honest debates, We are
committed to giving a voice to
those who struggle to be heard
as well as those whose profes-
sion is crafting an argument.
Our Readers' Charter spells out
our commitment to you, You
can read the Charter online at
newsletter.co.uk
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