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Introduction

On 14" March 1991 Peter Brooke, then Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland, announced to the House of Commons that talks involving the four
main parties in Ndhern Ireland would take place during a gap in the
operation of the Angldrish Conference meetings. These talks were the first of
a series lasting from March 1991 to November 1992 which became known as
the Brooke / Mayhew Talks.

By the 2% March1991, all the parties involved in the Brooke / Mayhew Talks
agreed to the arrangementset outand, on the 26th March991, Peter Brooke
announced that thg wouldinvolve a threestrand process. This process was to

include relationships within Northern liend, between Northern Ireland and

the Republic of Ireland, and between the British and Irish Governnments.

Sadly, durind.991,numbers indicate that while these talks were taking place,
at least 20 incendiary devices or bombs were detonated both inH¢ont
Ireland and mainland UK and th@f people were murderedOf those 24

were members of the security forcé©ne of those being the RUC Detective

Constable of which | write.



RUC Detectiv€onstable Spence McGatry
Husband Father, Son andBrother,
murdered in Ballycastle on'®6April 1991

Spence McGarry (46) was born and reared in the small, mixed town of
Ballycastle along with his two brotheos the North Coast of Northern Ireland.
He had friends from both sides of the community.

Hejoined theRoyal Ulster Constabulany 1972 in the hope of making a
LI2AA0AGS O2y iNROdziAZ2Y 2y LISteridy&aza f A D

He married and hand his wife had three children, two daughters and a son.

The family settled in Limavady were they were active member§' frhavady
Presbyterian Church.

He witnessed various atrocities during his time in the RiJact, while
stationed in Castledason RUC Station, he survived two ambush attempts.



According to his wife Lorna, the first ambush took place around 1972 when
Spence was travelling in a police vehicle with three other colleagues to police a
band parade in théown.

Before reaching the town, they came under gun fire attack. The car was forced
to stop as the engine had been hit. Lorna believed that had the gunmen not
fled, murder would have occurred that déy’he next anbush was in 1976. In
that terrorist attack, a colleague had been fatally shot and killed. At the time
of his death, he was attached to Strand Road CID in Londonderry. Through his
career, Spence had been proudly awarded five commendations.
He was avell-liked and respected colleague.



The Day of the Murder

Spence McGarry was the first memlmdrthe RUGo be murdered in 199Y.

OnlyllshortRIF @& FF FUGSNI t SGSN . NRPtalRs® e | YV 2 d.
place,Spencevas brutally murdered in hiswn home town.

On that day, Spenchad been visiting his elderly mother in Ballycasdle he

did, routinely on a Saturday morning.i. ¢ I 4b la DN2 WIRt fier Rl & |y
spending time andhaving lunch with 5 mum he went into Ballycastle town to

meet with a few friends and watch the raddereturned to his car in Castle

Park carpark to start his journey hortage in the afternoon. His wife and tw

young daughters would have normally been with him, but due to their Girls

Brigade display that evening, they had remained at home to prepare. While in

town, an undekcar booby trap had been placed underK S A NJ carl 4 K S NI &

It is believed that police fitgeceived reports of an explosion at around
4.20pm.
{ LISy OS alODINNEQ& Ol NJ KIFIR SELX 2RSSR 4KA
and careened into another car parked a short distance away.

Police arrived on the scene at approximately 4.40pm.

A local GP atteretl the sceneand pronounced Spenaeceased.
Spence hadustained extensive injuries and butiesthe degree where he had
to be identified by dental records.

The 46yearold Detective Constable was a loving husband and father to three
teenage children.



Son’s dev
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costs him life

ADOTING son’s devo-
tion to his ageing
mum cost him his life.

Detective
Spunce McGarry was
paying his regular Satur-
day visit home when an
IRA booby trap ripped
through his car, killing

him instantly.

The bo clamped
beneat® car-old Det
Cons Mc 's red Peu-

geot 405, exploded as he
drove away from Bally-
castle’'s Castle  Street
after wvisiting his 85-
year-old m#ther.

The ﬁrebnll " careered
downhill, smashing into a
parked car in which an
elderly woman was sit-
ting.

She and another
woman nearby who was
loading groceries into her
car, were treated in hospi-
tal for shock.

The IRA admitted
responsiblity for the
attack in a coded state-
ment to a Belfast news-

room.

Det Cons McGarry, who
joined the RUC in 1972,
was married, with a 19-
year-old son and two
daughters, aged 17 and
13.

Born in Ballycastle, he
had lived in Limavady for
a number of years. He
had received five com-
mendations for bravery,
one after being wounded
in an TRA ambush near
Castledawson, Co
Tyrone, in 1976.

DUP leader and North
Antrim MP the Rev Ian
Paisley dcscnbed Lhc kill-

an

STAFF REPORTER

“Assurances from the
Government that their
policy is a winning one
ring hollow as we witness
a whole stream of mur-
ders and devastation in
ourland,” he said.

“The IRA murderers
must be put down or they
will put us all down. The
Government must show
by its actions that the
velvet gloves are off and it
is committed to wagmg a
war to the finish against
the IRA and all who carry
out terrorist acts.”

Ulster Unionist MP for
East Londonderry Wil-
liam Ross said: “Det Cons
McGarry was a carefully
targeted victim of the IRA.
and his murder high-
lights once again the
capacity of the murder
gangs to operate in most
parts of Northern Ire-
land.”

Moyle SDLP councillor
Michael O'Cleary said:
“We are outraged and
shocked at such a callous
attack. Dozens of shop-
pers could have been
killed.”

Chief Constable Hugh
Annesley visited Det
Cons McGarry's widow
yesterday.

An RUC spokesman
said: “Det Cons McGar-
ry’s death is a great trag-
edy for the family and a
deep loss to the RUC.
‘Those responsible for this
murder are a menace to
the whole commumrty.

DEATH TRAP: the burnt-out carin which Det Cons McGarry lost his life

Clerlc slams killing

A CHURCHMAN condemned
esterday those who colluded with
the killers of an off-duty RUC officer.
Det Cons Spence 48,
instantly when a bcoMcSya"lyrap bomb
exploded under his car as he left his
elderly mother's home In Ballycastle, Co
Anwlm on Saturday.

Ballycastle."

The officer, the first RUC man murdered
In Northern Ireland this year, had
survived an IRA gun attack In 1976 when
his patrol car was ambushed at
s-:'ied.wson. A colleague had been shot

Prayers wara sald for him ymle'day in

frey Brown, a former
of lho Presbyterian Church In Ireland,
who lives nearby, sald: “l think what has
tunned us Is the fact that here in this
or some people, have

ing as “d d
cal.lcd for a re-think on
security policy.

tion should ring Ballycu-
tle (02657) 62312,

own

eyed this man, have watched his
und have this device

right under tho nose of the people of

c.moncchumhe

The congmg-llon attending Maas In the
Down and Connor diocese were 1 by
Blshop—elm Dr Pa!rk:k Wll:h: "A cl
of sorrow ngs the peaceful
community of Bally:as!le at the end of
Easter week."
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Responsibility for and Community Reaction to

{LISYO0SQa adzZNRSNJ

In a coded statement to a Belfast newsroom, the IRA admitsgonsibility
F2NJ 0KS w! /Y YlIyQa YdzNRSNW

While Chief Constable Hugh Annesley visited tlo&ktry family, a police
spokesman described the murder as:

aly SOat ONAYS sKAOK KlFa ONMzStte G118y | Kdz
b2 NI KSN} LNBfIlyRE
{ LISy OSQa ¢ A TS atthe BnNas bayirgshd ang HertHseR
children could have been with her husband when he went to visit his mother.
[ 2Ny KSFNR (0KS ySga 2F KSNJ Kdzaol yRQa
to their display in the nearby church hall.
@ KSy L KSIFNR L 2 tisstthoudst tdrt Rwa®an adiehtAHS Khéw thel ®
people better when he lived there. But | worked among them and they got to know me as
well. | feel sorry for the children because they are young. They are too young to lose a
FI GKSNE @
The murder wasandemned by Churches from both communities as well as
local politicians.

Dr Godfrey Brown, the former Moderator of the Presbyterian Church said:

GL GKAY]l 6KIFIOG KFAa adGdzyySR dza Aa (GKS FF OGO GK
have eyed this man, hae watched his movements and have planted this device right
under the nose of the people of Ballycast¥!

The Bishogelect of Down and Connor, Dr Patrick Walsh, in a statement read to
all Masses in the Ballycastle area said:

a! Of 2dzR 2 F AtReNiheReful cénmyirttyiof BPay&d@ at the end of Easter
5SS d¢
G¢KS YdzZNRSNI 2F 5SGSO0GA@GS /2yadlofS {LISYyOS ac
GKFdG KS g1 a OAaAlAYy3d KAa StRSNIeg

North Antrim MP the Rev lan Paisley describedkilieng as diabolical and
called for the Government to declare war on the IRA and all its wsaysg:

G! 3adzN>F yOSa FNRY GKS D2@SNYYSyd GKIFIG GKSAN
gAlySaa I gK2tS adNBlFIY 27F YdzZNRSNAE | ‘



Ulster Unionist MP for East Londonderry William Ross said

5S04 / 2ya aODINNE gl a | OFNBFdzZte&e GFNBSGS
highlights once again the capacity of the murder gangsdperate in most parts of
b2 NI KSNIK LNBfIlyRE
[Fadfteéex az2eéfS {5[t O2dzyOAff2NJ aAh
G2S INB 2dziN}3ISR YR aK20O1SR (i &adzOK



TheFuneral of Spence McGarry

Spence was laid to rest at Ballycastle Presbyterian Church after a funeral
service at 1 Limavady Presbyterian. The Rev. George Simpson stated in his
Eulogy:

G. SAy3a I . f YI Yy 02 NythelcofritunityNe R> & S f
| G ar¥S Ay KA&a K2YS (290
G2 KAfS KA& OFNI gl a dzyt i SYRSRE GKS a0dzy 27F &
OFNE {LISYyOS aODINNE gl a o0f26y dzLi

GLT GKS FlLYAfe@ KFIR y28 0SSy LINBSLWwoN#kha® T2NJ 0
0SSy Ay GKIFIG OFNX® 12¢6 26 YSY YR 62V

2 GKS Lw! ¢gK2 KIFI@ZS Ot AYSR NBalLlR2yaAroAfAide
O2gI NRf& |OGK LQff GStft &2dzp ,2dz KI @S ST
without a huskand, three devoted children without a father, an old mother without a son,
two brothers without their younger brother, many people without a friend. No cause could
2dzadAFTe adzOK |y OG o0& lFyAYlFfasz vYe |LRtz23

G DA @S uitKi&cesitle @ower to root out the IRA so that those of us who love
b2NIOKSNY LNBflFyR YIeé 6S Fftft286SR (2 f

Tomorrow should have been the happiest day of her life - until they killed her father
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Goodbye daddy
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I 46SS1T FFOUSN {LISyOSQa YdzNRS NEtredtcay SY 2 NJ
park. Former Moderator, Dr Godfrey Brown and local Parish Priest the Rev
Noel Watson officiated over a mixed crowd of Protestant and Roman Catholics
standing together to show their solidarity with the McGarry family. He spoke
about the person Spee had been and gave the example of him giving up his
free time to help with the restoration of the church hall. A member of the

congregation said:
G2S gAff FAYAAK GKS KI f fgbe of sgriethiidedidatrtothis >
YSY2NEE

en who officiated at the service for the murdered
r tribute at the spot where the police officer died

TRIBUTE: the cle

pollco officer pay the
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Provisional IRA Statement

Two days after the callous murder of Spence, theviBionallRA released the
following statementthough it must have been of cold comfort to the McGarry
family and the wider Ballycastle community
G! tNRPOGAAAZ2YLFE Lw! &aLkRisSavyly FTRYAGGSR @SadsSi
3dz00SaaFdzZ Ay AdGa OF YLI A3y 2cécanb8MNBoWA 4 YO . d
SAOGKSNI F2NJ 0KS &aSOdzNR (& -0FS2NN0 S d2db AIGS\ O HA RRAG K|
2yfte YSIya 2F ONAYIAYy3I 062dzi | az2fdziAizyd dab?2
SYR UGUKNRAAK @A2f SyO0S¢o
After this statement23 further murders ofmembers of the Security Forces
were carried ouin Northern Ireland in 1991.

Semtex and Gaddafi

Muammar Gaddafand therefore Libya, had close connections with the IRA as
FINI OoF O] & Ihikoslieved hdBad thenlEBs ancOndrabién-
arms fighting British imperialism and he was partly responsible for providing it
with more modern weaponry.

Links between Gaddafi and the IRAeraerged in 1986 after Gaddafi's
adopted daughter was killed along with more than 100 othergledy US
bombing raids launched from UK baséke Libyan leader has said he resumed
contact with the IRA in the aftermath of those air raitis.

Four shipments of guns, ammunition and explosives were made between 1985
and 1986, providing large quantities of modern weaponry to the IRA, including
heavy machine guns, over 1,000 rifles, several hundred handooiet
propelled grenadedlamethrowers surfaceto-air missilesandSemtex
explosiveg an odourless explosive, invisible taay, and many times more
powerful than fertiliser. From late 1986 to 2011, virliyaevery bomb
constructed by the Provisional IRA, and splinter groups such d&3dakelRA
contained Semtex from a Libyan shipment unloaded at an Irish pier in*1986

Nigel Dodds, wrihg in the Telegraph in June 2019 states

During the TroublesGaddafiarmed the IRA with Semtex. He supplied weapons that
undoubtedly contributed to the lengthening of the terroristampaign. Those weapons

12
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targeted innocent citizens of the United Kingdom, cutting short some lives and changing
others forever. Those people did not deserve such an injustice. Nor do they deserve the

ddzoaSljdsSyid Ayl OGA2y 6KAOK KFa FRRSR (2
atrocities are dying without justice or recognition for the physical and mental trauma they
have had to endure. Yet here is a source of revefroen which compensation could be
drawn while attempts are made to progress a proper compensation scheme with Libya
Clearly the situation on the ground in Libya means finalising a deal is very difficult. But our
own Government has thepportunity and the means to do something to support the
victims immediately. It should act.

GKSAN

While justiceis deniedto Britishvictims, US victims of Libyasponsored terrorism have
already been compensated, under the bya Claims Settlement Agreement of 2008.
In 2004, Libya agreed to pay $1m compensation to the families of each of the 170 people
killed in the bombing of UTA flight 7Zin 1989.

The German government secured $35 million for those killed in the 1986 bombing of the La
Belle discotheque in Berlin.

Yet no such deal has been reached for British victims following the failures of the Blair
government to pursue our case propgrlAfter all these years, our own citizens have
received nothing but warm words and sympathy.

This should be an embarrassment for our government.

In thefinal daysof her premiership the Prime Minster(Theresa May}gshould take decisive

action and begin righting this terrible wrong. Progress towards a proper outcome for

innocent people such as those killed or injured in the EnniskiRemembrance Day bomb
would be a truly lasting legacy.

The Government has a clear moral duty to support our citizens, particularly those who
have suffered so much. Compensation for victims of Libyan sponsored terrorism is an
ongoing injustice that musbe addressedY'

The NI Select Committee report published dh/pril 2019 stated

The Government has consistently held that it is not its responsibility to secure
compensation for victims of Libyan Semtex, and that victisi®uld pursue cases with the
Libyan authorities individually. This is an untenable policy position. To state that victims
have not exhausted all legal remedies ignores the reality of the current political situation
in Libya, with its chaotic and unstableayernance arrangements. Time has already run
out for many victims. The Government must now enter into direct negotiations with the
Libyan authorities to seek a compensation deal as soon as possible. (Paragraph 19) 2.
Whilst we welcome the announcement of Wam Shawcross to begin the long overdue
process of calculating the amountf@ompensation due to victims, this role should extend
much further.

13
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The role could help ensure greater cregsvernment working as previouslguggested by
the Minister but should also negotiate to secure a compensation agreement. Once the
amount of compensation has been calculated, the Special Adviser must also have a role in

securing compensation, espousing the claims of victims directly whith Libyan
GovernmentVi

IRA Terrorist Convictions (no investigation details
at present)

CKNBS . lftteololadagtsS YSy 6SNB oNRdAAKG G+
Crown Court in 1993, two years after his murder. Mr Justice Carswell,
preceded over the court’

Lorna attended everyday of the Trial other than the first day when Post
Mortem details were viewed. She was accompanied by a female officer. Other
YSYOSNR 2F GKS FlrYAfe faz |GGdSYRSF

Gerard Patrick Butle(27),Sean Martin Hil(24) andStephen John Hi([32).

lff FFIOSR OKIFENBS& 2F ARAY3 YR |06SGl
charges. They also pleaded not guilty to causing the explosion and possessing
explosives with intent to endanger life. Misltice Carswell, was told that the
admissibility of confession statements allegedly made by the accused, would
be challenged by the Defence.
LO ¢+ & GKS tNRaSOdziA2y Qa OFasSs Kbk G .
collected information about the polidél y Q& Y2 @SYSyia 6KAES
The Crown claimed Butler had passed this information on at an IRA meeting in
Belfast; and around three weeks before the murder two men had come to
FaasSaa .dzif SNRa AyF2NXYIGA2Yy | 62 dzi
Onthatday,ih & 0SfASOSR G(GKI{G GKS& &l g { LISy
K2YS | YR RS OAREIR RIKNE{trap d¢Ricsdtriuld be used
in the attack. The lawyer claimed in court that, word was sent to Belfast and a
bomb was obtained and stored at the housatlBr shared with Stephen Hill. It

was believed that the onand-a-half-pound bomb was placed under the

LI2Ef AOSYIlyQa OF NJ 2y 1iApd andRAATER believed t6 Y LJG @
be from Belfast arrived and primed the bomb. He was drove around byrButle
dzy 0 Af GKS& t20FGSR {LISyoOoSQa OIFNIAyYy [ |
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that prior to the attack Butler had demonstrated, how the bomb worked to his

co accused, and that both Sean and Stephen Hill were aware the intended

target was Spence McGarryhe man, who was in the car with Butler has never
been charged with any offencés.

Gerard Patrick Butler was convicted §fLISyY OS  arquitler Ni\iEe @&
July 1993nd received.ife Imprisonment.

Gerard Butlerwas convicted and sentenced to life for murder plus 110 years
on a series of terrorist related charges. This included conspiracy to bomb RUC
officers on the Ballycastle to Cushendall Road.

Although¢ S NBR 2F {-LJISyOSQ& Y dzNRSN

Sean Hillas convicted and sentenced to 16 years in jail for possessing a rifle
and concurrent sentences of 41 years on five other charges including
possession of Semtex and conspiracy to murder.

Stephen Hilwas convicted andemtenced to 10 years in jail for the possession
of explosives used in a murder.

Lastly,Martin Jenningswvas convicted and sentenced to 6 and 3 years,
suspended for 3 years on charges of possessing a rifle and collecting
information for terrorists™

All four denied the charges brought against them.

{LISYyO0SQa Y2UKSNJ RASR 2yS Y2y iK | F34SN
passed away from Heart Failure.
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Good Friday Agreement Early Release Scheme

As part of the Good Friday Agreemettie British government introduced a bill

to release paramilitary prisoners. The bill, Northern Ireland (Sentences) Act
1998, received Royal Assent ortt28uly 1998. According to this bill, prisoners
affiliated with paramilitary organizations that had established and maintained

Gl O2YLX SGS I edsiiiredAftisly 8iga) @l b)) are eligible for
release. The bill also established The Sentence Review Commission (Article 7)
to assess cases on an individualibashe Sentence Review Commission was
co-chaired by a South African human rights lawyeraBCurrin, and a retired

senior NIO civil servant, Sir John Blelloch.

On 3@h July 1998, as required by the 1998 Act, the Secretary of State of
Northern Ireland specified supporters of the Continuity Irish Republican Army,
the Loyalist Volunteer Force, the Irish National Liberation Army, and the Real
Irish Republican Army not eligible for release because they did not maintain a

complete and unequwocal ceasefire. Oh8th November 1998, the Loyalist
Volunteer Force was removed from the list. It was estimated that between 400
and 420 paramilitay prisoners vould be able to apply for early releas

Prisoner release was a hotlyrdested issue in the peace process as the
Unionists maintained that the release would take place along with
disarmament. Nevertheless, as of October 1998, a total of 167 prisoners were
released.

Prisoner release continued in 1999.During Christmas and Yé&aw, 131
prisoners were granted extended home leave. As of tH&écember, 308
prisoners were released. However, with the release of {pigitile prisoners,

public support dropped, according to a Belfast Telegraph opinion poll.

The final batch of pristers was released on 28uly 2000. A total of 428
prisoners were released in Northern Ireland early under the terms of the Good
Friday Agreement

Between 1998 and 28July 2000, 903 terrorist prisoners in total were released

from prison in Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, England and the
USAX
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The McGarry Familyoday

tKS OAOGAYQEA 6AR26% [2NYylFsE 0SOIFYS | 6°¢
in March 2014 l f 0K2dZAK 3ftFR 2F GKS 02y @A Ol
YdZNRSNE &aKS NBYlFAYyAa FNHAINI SR OGKIF G Gf
his and countless others murders have seemingly remained to be beyond the
arm of the law.

AHistorOl £ 9VyIljdzZANE ¢SIFY {dzYYlr NE wSLIEZ2NI A
never completed.

Although she and her children have been waiting for 28 years, they are still
K2LISFdzA GKFEG {LISyOSQa YdzNRSNI gAff o
LY@SadaAaal A2 ydeier madiany/sofs puit iNJo eplacestiie LIB.

Ulster Human Rights Watch, on behalf of the McGarry family, have requested a
copy of the Court File®lating to the four men convicted, to be released to the
family under the Privileged Access Rulgss request was made in July 2016.
We are still awaiting these files.

Also, we contacted the Historical Enquiry Team in July 2014 on behalf of Lorna
G2 al 6KSYy (KSe& K2LISR (2 Nkedthés s { LIS
following month stating:

G¢KS 19¢ gFa AyaiNHzOGSR (2 &adzALISYR NBOJASHAX
TEYAPRSE dE
Following this, UHRW received a letter from the Legacy Investigations Branch
in December 2015, statirthey were replacing the Historical Enquiries Team

and hoped to start operating in the New Ye&our years later,ie McGarry
family are still awaiting their investigation.

Lorna continues to receive our support in her fight for recognition jastice
in the murder of her husband.

She has also found comfort through the support she receives from other
groups of which she has been an active member. These include The RUC GC
Widows Association and Wave Trauma Centre.

17



Through her grief she has fouad outlet in the writing of poetry and she has
GF 1Sy LINI Ay @I NA2dza LINRP2SOGasz 2\

LG A& [ aldriveihit thésg nd®eless faces behind her dearly loved
Kdzaol yYRQa YdzZNRSNJ gAff az2yYSRI & °

Beside the weeping willow, in a graveyard wide and bare,
In a silent grave lies the one | love, and all his loving care,
In golden letters because of devotion, his name is written with pride,
It tells it was his love for his countrymetme died,
His life was a service to justify end strife,
It gives them no reason to cruelly end his life

Lorna McGarry
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Writings and Memorials

After his death, Limavady*Presbyterian made good on their promise, and a
plague of remembrance for Spence was unveiled at their church hall. The
McGarry family also gifted collection plates and Bibles to the church in
{LISYyO0SQa yIYSd Wdzad 2y wSYSYeNlyoOS
dedicated to the church from the family.

Spence is also remembered at the RUC GC Memorial Garden in Belfast.
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https://cain.ulster.ac.uk/cgi-bin/AHRC/photos.pl?id=209&mon=679
https://cain.ulster.ac.uk/victims/memorials/photos/Belfast_North/Donegall_St/St_Annes/RUC_Window/lrg/BEL08MEM_RUC_St_Annes_3309.JPG
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Lost LivesThe Stories of the Men, Women and Children Who Died as a Result
of the Northern Ireland Troubles: The Stories of the WAfomen and Children
Who Died Through the Northern Ireland Troubles

(David McKitterick, Seamus Kelters, Brian Feeney and Chris Thornton)

Lost Lives is

OA unique work filled with passion and violence, with humanity and inhumanity. It is the
storyofi KS b2NIKSNY ENBfFYR ¢NRdzof SaxX

It reads:

April 6,1991

John Spence McGarry, Antrim

RUC, Protestant,46, married, 3 children.

He was killed when an IRA bomb

exploded under his car in Ballycastle.

from Limavady, Co. Londonderry, he had been
visiting his85-year-old mother and parked

his car in the same spot each week. The
Peugeot 405 car, badly damaged and on
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