A MURDER OF INNOCENCE

The Killing of Infant Colin Nicholl (17months) in
the Balmoral Showrooms Bombing
on 11th December 1971
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Introduction
As 1971 drew to a close, Northern Ireland was enduring the worst period of
the Troubles up to that time. During this year, 180 people lost their lives, with
an escalation in 1972 seeing the number rise to 496 deaths. The RUC was
almost overwhelmed, and only the support of the Army prevented complete
collapse.i

There was great unrest throughout the Country with riots, shootings and
bombings becoming regular occurrences.
James Chichester-Clark, then Northern Ireland Prime Minister, met Edward
Heath, then British Prime Minister, to discuss the security situation in Northern
Ireland. It was agreed that an additional 1,300 troops would be sent to the
region, a response which was considered inadequate by Unionists. On 20
March 1971 Chichester-Clark resigned partly because of the lack of a British
response, he was replaced by Brian Faulkner.
On the 9th August 1971, Internment was re-introduced. Internment refers to
the arrest and detention without trial of people suspected of being members
of illegal paramilitary groups. The policy of internment had been used a
number of times during Northern Ireland's history. It was reintroduced on
Monday 9 August 1971. During this period a total of 1,981 people were
detained; 1,874 were Catholic / Republican, while 107 were Protestant /
Loyalist.ii There was an immediate upsurge of violence and 17 people were
killed during the next 48 hours.
Internment was to continue until 5 December 1975.
In October of 1971, an additional 1,500 British Army troops were sent to
Northern Ireland in an attempt to quell the violence erupting across the
country.
The murder of Colin, along with three others on the Shankill Road on 11 th
December 1971 was followed by 12 more deaths in the following 20 days until
the end of December.iii
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Colin Nicholl (17months) murdered by the IRA
in the Balmoral Showrooms Bombing on
11th December 1971

Colin Nicholl was a much longed for adopted baby son of Jackie and Anne
Nicholl. He had become a member of the family only the year before. The
above photo was taken only a few short months before his death while
holidaying with his parents in Portrush.
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The Day of The Murder
On the day Colin was murdered, he was with a friend and neighbour, Ellen
Munn and her 2-year-old daughter, Tracey Jane. Colin and Tracey were in the
pram together being pushed past the Balmoral Showrooms when a no warning
bomb exploded killing both young children and seriously injuring Ellen. Two
adults also died, Harold King and Hugh Bruce. Thirteen others were injured, in
the no warning bomb explosion.
It was a busy Saturday morning in December. Colin’s mum Anne, had gone to
Sunderland in England, to support her sister whose 6-year-old son had been
killed in a road traffic accident a few days before. Jackie was a keen footballer
and had a match to play that day in Dunmurry, and though his mum had been
looking forward to minding Colin, their neighbour xxxxx had offered to bring
him and her daughter xxxxx for a walk.
The balmoral Showrooms was located at the junction of Shankill Road and
Carlow Street. It had been previously known as the West End Cinema until
Moffett and Sons Ltd. had the building converted into a furniture store and
auction rooms.iv
The HET review stated:
“About 12.15pm an explosive device was planted at the entrance doorway facing Shankill
Road. Within seconds of being set, the device exploded. No warnings were given”. v

One eye witness to the bombing stated in their Deposition:
“I was just walking past Balmoral Showroom when I saw a green car driving up and
stopping at Balmoral Showrooms. It could have parked tight to the kerb but it didn’t.
There was a driver and two passengers who were both in the back seat. The engine was
kept running and both passengers got out one on either side. The one on my side carried a
box which looked like clean wood but it had a lot of figures or writing on it. He carried the
box into the doorway of Balmoral and set it down at the start of the second set
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of steps. The other man was behind him. I didn’t see the man lighting it or doing anything
to it, he just set it down in the ordinary way. I had kept on walking slowly while this was
going on and saw the two men re-enter the car, both by the left-hand side rear door. The
car drove away up the Shankill Road. I realised the box could be a bomb and I told --------------- a woman I know, in the West End chippie where I ran to for safety. It all happened so
quickly that I hadn’t time to tell a woman, and a big girl with a light blue pram, who were
at the Jewellers beside Balmoral. I was just into the chippie when the explosion
happened”.vi

He also gave the description of the men who set the bomb as:
“Man, about 30, 5-8” tall wearing a grey tracksuit with gold buttons
Man, 5-6” tall wearing dark blue Wranglers and dark grey suit coat.
Possibly a man with long hair but thought it was a woman with dirty fair shoulder length
hair wearing a multi coloured shirt or blouse.vii

The HET Review Summary Report also reported that a 13-year-old female
witness remembered seeing a green car stopping outside the Showrooms at
around 12.35pm. She agreed there were two men in the back but said:
“the driver and one of the rear seat passengers got out of the car and walked up Shankill
Road towards Agnes Street”
“The remaining man was looking “all around” from the car window. He then got out with
a brown wooden box under his arm. This man appeared to pull out a wick, took out a
lighter and lit the wick. He then placed the box on the second step of the Balmoral
Showroom doorway and ran away along Shankill Road in the same direction as his
companions.
As this man ran past Hogg’s Chemist on Shankill Road the bomb exploded.
She could only describe the man who planted the device. She said at the time, she “would
know him again if she saw him”.

The Nicholls neighbour, herself seriously injured in the bomb recounted in her
Witness Deposition:
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“At about 1pm on the 11/12/71 I was on the Shankill Road with Tracey Jane and another
child Colin Nicholl belonging to a friend. I got some vegetables in Moore’s
shop and then started to walk down towards Peter’s Hill on the right-hand pavement.
Both children were sitting in the pram. I remember walking past the door of the Balmoral
Furniture Showrooms but the next thing I remember is an ambulance man putting a mask
over my face. I remember some men lifting bricks off me and then I was placed in an
ambulance. At no time was I inside the building. I did not see anything of a suspicious
nature as I walked past the shop”. viii

The HET Review Summary stated that:
“Detective Inspector Wilson was near to the premises when the bomb exploded; he
immediately went to the scene and assisted in the rescue and recovery operation”.

Detective Inspector Wilson stated in his Witness Deposition:
On Saturday, 11th December 1972, I was on duty on the Shankill Road when I heard a loud
explosion at about 12.30pm. It appeared to come from Shankill Road on the city side of
Agnes Street and I made my way there immediately. I saw that an explosion had occurred
at premises of Balmoral Furnishing Company at 106 Shankill Road and the whole front of
the building had been devastated. This building was formerly a cinema and had converted
into a furniture showroom. I assisted other police, army and civilians in removing masonry
and rubble and saw four bodies being removed from below the rubble and taken to
hospital by ambulance. Other people injured as a result of flying glass and masonry were
also taken for treatment. A total of 4 persons were killed and thirteen others injured as a
result of this explosion.”ix
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Leading Ambulanceman, Bob Scott removes Colin from under the rubble.

Many of those who were on the Shankill Road that day, assisted in the search
of the Balmoral Showrooms, pulling aside bricks and mortar in the hope of
finding and rescuing those trapped inside. Many more stood vigil in the
disbelief of what had happened. Army Records show that Ellen was rescued by
1.24pm and:
“taken to hospital by ambulance seriously injured.”

By 1.25pm they stated they had:
“recovered two children.”x

By 2pm, most of the rubble had been cleared and it was thought “unlikely” that
anyone else was trapped. A crowd of around 300 people were still in
attendance at the scene. Dr Ian Paisley was by then in attendance and was
noted as:
“talking to and trying to calm the crowd”xi
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Lorries carrying away the wreckage of the Balmoral Showrooms bombing.

An injured lady being placed into an ambulance after the bombing.

9

Members of the public digging through the rubble at Balmoral Showrooms

Jackie stated later:
“After the match, we had heard of a bombing on the Shankill and passed where it had
gone off, but I didn’t know Colin had been killed.
At about 5.30pm I got to my mother’s house in Alloa Street in north Belfast. It was packed,
with many of my family there: two of my sisters and one of my brothers. I said who is the
party for?
But they were all in a bad way. My brother-in-law Tom said: “We have got bad news, Colin
was killed.”xii
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On the evening of the Balmoral Showroom atrocity, the two then MP’s for the
area, Mr Desmond Boal and Mr John McQuade gave a statement to the Belfast
Newsletter calling for:
The setting up of a home guard to keep watch on streets and buildings in Belfast.
They said that if this body was not officially established, they would set it up themselves.
Both men said the organisation would be based on the “already extensive and dedicated
night vigilante movement that now exists”.xiii

The then Prime Minister of Northern Ireland, Brian Faulkner gave the following
statement to the Belfast Newsletter following the murders on Monday 13th
December 1971:
11

“On my return home after spending a few quiet hours of relaxation in the country with my
family I learned of this terrible outrage which has claimed four lives – including two babies
in arms.
To those who have been bereaved and to those who have been injured, I would extend on
behalf of the Government and the people of Northern Ireland our deepest sympathy.
During a visit to the Shankill area this week I praised its people for their remarkable
restraint during the present terrorist campaign in the face of deliberate provocation.
This latest tragedy must shock and outrage the people of the area as I know it does any
sane decent person in the country at large”. xiv

Worth noting in Brian Faulkners statement, is the praise he gave to the people
of the Shankill area for their “remarkable restraint”. Just the year before, a
militant splinter group known as the Provisional IRA, had splintered off and
was running a ruthless campaign of bombings and murders across Northern
Ireland.

This article was published in the Newsletter on Monday 13 th December 1971
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The Funeral of Colin Nicholl
After travelling to Sunderland to break the news of Colin’s death to Anne, and
bring her home, Colin’s funeral took place on Tuesday 14th December 1971.
They met with the cortege of Tracey Jane Munn, on Clifton Park Avenue after
which they journeyed together to the cemetery.
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Inquest of Colin Nicholl
An inquest into the death of Colin, as well as the three others killed in the
bomb attack at the Balmoral Showrooms, was held at the County Courthouse,
Crumlin Road, Belfast on Thursday 27th July 1972.The Deputy Coroner J.C.M.
Robert returned an “open verdict” on all four of the victims.
Colin’s cause of death was recorded as:
“Multiple injuries”
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The Investigation into Colin’s Murder
An investigation into Colin’s murder was led by Detective Inspector Wilson,
based at Tennent Street RUC Station, who had been near to the scene when
the bomb exploded. He had assisted in the rescue and recovery operation.xv
Unfortunately, the HET review of the original investigation that included:
“copies of Inquest file and depositions, Army Historical Inquiry Team Papers and Serious
Crime Review Team papers” found that: “There is limited information within the case
papers that exist to detail the investigative strategy”.xvi

We know that immediately after the bomb, it was a crowd of passers-by who
initially responded by digging with their bare hands to:
“clear the rubble and assist the injured.”

This meant that the opportunity to preserve any potential forensic evidence
was overridden by the priority to save lives and provide medical care to the
injured.xvii
The following day, Dr Alford, Forensic Scientist attended the scene.
In his Witness Deposition he stated:
“The premises consisted of an old two storey building which had been a cinema and had
then been converted into furniture exhibition rooms. The front of the building had been
extensively damaged by an explosion. ………….. due to the extensive nature of the rescue
operation mounted to remove the dead and injured from the rubble considerable
disturbance of the scene had occurred after the explosion. In an endeavour to determine
the exact site of the explosion I had a considerable portion of the front area, including the
pavement, swept clean. Examination showed however that the large machines involved in
the rescue operation had crushed…………. The damage both to the building and the
surroundings buildings was consistent in my opinion with the explosive charge being
placed on the right-hand side of the entrance way. I could not determine whether this was
placed inside or outside of the building. The age and nature of the building made
estimation of the exact size of explosive charge difficult. The amount of damage caused
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was however consistent with a substantial amount of explosive. Examination of the scene
failed to reveal
any significant item relating to the nature of the explosive device used.xviii

It is worth noting, that nothing was found to substantiate the statement made
by the 13-year-old female saying that the men had fled the scene on foot. No
car wreckage was noted to have been found at the scene. The HET Review
confirmed this by stating:
“There is no information within the case papers of what enquiries were made with regards
to tracing the car used by the bombers.”xix

A Scene of Crime Officer was also present the following day at the Post
Mortem Examinations. He recorded on his Scenes of Crime worksheet dated
17th December 1971, that the Pathologist Dr Marshall:
“Did not give him any exhibits, clothing or specimens.”xx
As part of the HET investigation, review papers also showed:
House-to-house enquiries were conducted with a view to tracing witnesses within the
surrounding area. Police made media appeals for witnesses and anyone else with any
knowledge of the incident to come forward.

A report from a Detective Sergeant Gibson, dated the 5th January 1972, stated:
“All likely suspects arrested or detained since this explosion have been interviewed in an
effort to elicit information, so far without success”.xxi

In his Witness Deposition included in the Inquest file, Detective Inspector
Wilson finished by stating:
“I have made constant and exhaustive enquiries in an effort to locate the perpetrators of
this dastardly crime and have interrogated a large number of suspects. No person, as yet,
has been made amenable and enquiries will continue”.xxii
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HET found that the investigation concentrated on those people the police
believed to have likely been involved in the planning or carrying out this attack
though none of the papers available to them gave any indication as to who
these suspects were.

They also found that:
Forensic files in respect of the original enquiry have not been traced, neither are any items
available at the Forensic Service Northern Ireland for re-examination.

The HET explained that:
During the Troubles, the Forensic Science Laboratory was blown up. A substantial number
of forensic evidence exhibits from cases in the early years of the Troubles were lost.

The Forensic Science Laboratory was on the Newtownbreda Road, Belfast. The
Provisional IRA detonated a 3,000lb bomb on 19th September 1992 causing a
huge explosion and massive damage, both to the Labs and a nearby housing
estate. The Forensic Science Lab was a key target as it analysed evidence
relating to terrorist cases.
The Historical Enquiries Team commented:
“In Northern Ireland, throughout the Troubles, people were regularly detained under
powers provided to the security forces to combat terrorist offences. It was not uncommon
at the time for several arrests to be made following a murder committed by
paramilitaries. Those detained would then be questioned about the crime and other
unsolved offences, but unless admissions were made, very little detail was recorded. Often
the relevant murder investigation files would not automatically be updated either, it is,
therefore, possible that numerous other people were questioned about these murders in
the following months and years, having been arrested for other offences, but that the case
records were not updated.xxiii

The HET Review and Resolution Panel concluded:
The original murder investigation did not uncover any viable lines of enquiry.
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There is no record of anyone ever admitting responsibility for this bomb. The pattern of
the incident fitted into a series of similar offences conducted by the Provisional IRA.
The main targets for republican paramilitaries, throughout the Troubles, were members of
the security forces and those associated with them. Other motives included inflicting
economic loss to the state and maximum public disruption. When the victims included
members of the public, and particularly children, paramilitaries often failed to
acknowledge responsibility because of public condemnation.
Clearly, the original investigating team attributed the bomb to the Provisional IRA. xxiv

However, up to this day no one has ever been charged with any offence in
connection with Colin’s murder.
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Admission of Responsibility for Colin’s Murder
No group or organisation have ever admitted responsibility for the bombing,
murders and injuries at Balmoral Showrooms.xxv
It is widely believed that the IRA were responsible. The HET summary report
stated:
“No group or Organisation ever admitted responsibility for this bombing. It took place one
week after the bombing of a Catholic Bar in North Queen Street (McGurks), perpetrated by
loyalist paramilitaries, in which 15 people had died. It is widely believed that the IRA had
carried this bombing out in retaliation for that attack.”xxvi
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The Nicholl Family Today
Jackie Nicholl, Colin’s father, became a Beneficiary of Ulster Human Rights
Watch in April 2018. The family remain frustrated and
dismayed that no convictions have been made for the murder of their baby
son.
While the Nicholl family feel that realistically the chances now, of someone
being held responsible for the death of Colin is minimal, they wish to press
ahead in the hope of getting as much information as they can about the lead
up and planning of the bomb attack, and the immediate aftermath.
After the initial visits from the RUC with the family, Jackie or Anne never met
another policeman in connection with their son’s death. In fact, Anne returned
some time later to Tennent Street Police Station to enquire about the
investigation. A policeman who came to speak to her asked was she sure she
had got the date of her son’s death correct as he could not find any
information relating to Colin. Anne left the Police station devastated and did
not share this with Jackie till years later for fear of his reaction.
Ulster Human Rights Watch, on behalf of the Nicholl family, requested a copy
of the Historical Enquiries Team Report and the Inquest File in April 2018 and
received these shortly after. Both have been closely studied by the Advocacy
Support Worker and the information shared with the Nicholl Family.
Since then, in absence of the HET, we have questioned the Legacy Investigation
Branch around missing information, differences in statements and
inconsistencies in the number of people injured. Unfortunately, the LIB has
been unable to confirm an accurate number of those injured and have said:
“The former staff who undertook the review in this case are no longer in a position to be
consulted”.

The Nicholl family continue to receive support from the UHRW
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Advocacy Service in their fight to receive recognition and justice for their baby
i
son Colin.
Also, worth noting, is the work Jackie committed himself to in the arena of
Peace and Reconciliation.
He was an active member of the Victims and Survivors Forum for The
Commission of Victims and Survivors, of which he became a member in 2017.
xxvii
The Forum was set up in 2012 to consult, discuss and receive the views of
Victims and Survivors of the Troubles in issues pertinent to them both in
dealing with the past but also in building for the future.
Jackie remained on the Forum until 2018, when revelations about one of his co
members, Robert McClenaghan, were revealed. Jackie explained to the
Newsletter:
Last year a friend who I played football with suggested I put my name forward for the
Victims and Survivors Forum – he had heard about the forum, which I knew nothing about.
My name was put forward, they sent for me for interview, they asked me to tell them
what had happened.
I then got word that I was on the forum. I thought that I would be able to bring a new
perspective to it.
People had told me the forum had republicans on it, and I said, well I didn’t care the
religion of anyone who was a victim. I was willing to listen.
The first meeting I went to there were four men facing me, and they wrote down
everything I said. Robert McClenaghan, whose grandfather was murdered in the loyalist
McGurk’s bar bomb, was one of them.
I assumed that people take notes. I thought nothing about it, I just thought if they are
writing down my experience and not putting a twist on it, I am happy.
I attended forum meetings, which were at least once a month. I had made friends with
McClenaghan. He was affable and friendly and one time I gave him a lift into Belfast.
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I once pulled him up at a meeting. He was being critical of the Red Hand Commandos, the
UVF,
the UDA but nothing about the IRA or INLA or anybody like that, so I said: “Look, it was
wrong only to mention Protestant paramilitaries, we should be critical of them all or say
nothing.”
Other people said to me after at the tea break that I was right to say what I said.
I began to think that the forum was a talking shop. We never got minutes of the previous
meeting. Politicians came to meetings and each time each person on the forum had to
recount what had happened to them.
One day I got a phone call from an anonymous person who said they were sending me a
disc. I still don’t know who the person was. They sent a disc that was about McClenaghan,
telling the story about how he was in the IRA, how they bombed Belfast.
I was mad. I haven’t got any hair but I would have torn it out if I had.
I was shocked that the commissioner, Judith Thompson, would allow an individual who
had carried out despicable acts, who was jailed for bombings, to sit on a forum for victims
and survivors.
To think that my son, my beloved son, was killed by an IRA bomb and I had been tricked
into sitting alongside an IRA bomber.
I went to the commissioner and said that I was resigning because I could not sit beside an
individual who actually boasts that they carried out bombs, sometimes small, sometimes
large, in Belfast city centre.
She said to me that she was unaware of his background until he became a member of the
forum. I said what did you do when you heard? She said: there is nothing I could do.
She later wrote me a letter saying she was sorry I had left but I never got the sense she
was sympathetic to me.
I assumed that once this was revealed in the News Letter there would be police
investigations into the bombings McClenaghan boasted about. I also thought politicians
would make a hue and cry about it. Only Jim Allister did.
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Since our son’s murder we have been let down badly three times.
First, the RUC-PSNI never came to our door, not once, to speak about our son. My wife
went to Antrim Road police station about three years after the murder but didn’t tell me.

She asked to speak to someone who was dealing with the bombing. A detective
came, took notes and said I will be back in a few minutes. He returned and said:
came, took notes and said I will be back in a few minutes. He returned and said:
“Are you sure you’ve got the right date when your son was killed?”
That is what he said!
She immediately left. She didn’t tell me until years later.
Second, the Historical Enquiries Team (HET). They were friendly but useless. So much so,
that even in the report they said the four people killed were from west Belfast They were
all from north. People might say that’s trivial but not to me. They got names wrong, they
weren’t doing their job.
It was a full report and it was of no value, it said they couldn’t find anything. We had been
expecting a report that said nothing and that is what we got.
The third time was what happened on the forum.
I was on it to try to do my best for everyone: regardless of colour, creed, religion or
whatever. I wanted to help victims who had suffered like we had done. Instead I was
sitting beside a boastful bomber.
I had sympathised with him about his grandfather being killed but lost all sympathy when
I heard he had turned to bombing himself.
We never turned to violence. I became a trade unionist, working for everyone. I became
chairman of the North Belfast branch of the Northern Ireland Labour Party.
Now McClenaghan has stayed on the forum and I have gone and no-one except the News
Letter and Jim Allister has shown any interest.
I feel betrayed.xxviii

In a later article, also published by the Newsletter, the Victims’ Commission
gave the following response:
In a statement, the Victims' Commission said: "All members were made aware of the
inclusive nature of the Forum and that its task is to engage in dialogue with all those
affected by the conflict, regardless of background or personal history."
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It added: "The commission also recognises and respects that individuals may choose to
withdraw from this challenging and time-intensive role and anyone who does take this
that its task is to engage in dialogue with all those affected by the conflict, regardless of
background or personal history."
It added: "The commission also recognises and respects that individuals may choose to
withdraw from this challenging and time-intensive role and anyone who does take this

course of action will continue to have the respect, thanks and support of the commission
and forum." xxix

Jackie attended his last meeting in January 2018, and formally resigned the
following March.xxx
Robert McClenaghan remained a member of the Victims and Survivors Forum
until the end of his tenure in October 2019.xxxi
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Writings and Memorials
Jackie recently shared his memory’s in the book “Children of the Troubles”
published in October 2019:
Neil Diamond’s song ‘Sweet Caroline’ was on the radio, but the Nicholls had their own
version. 'I used to hold him and I would sing, "Sweet Colin mine”, says his father Jackie.
That summer Colin’s parents had taken him on holiday to the seaside resort of Portrush.
‘We had the greatest week,’ remembers Jackie. ‘We were staying in a boarding house and
there were other kids there and they just lapped him up. They loved playing with him, and
of course he loved it.’
The Nicholls had adopted Colin the year before. Initially, Jackie had been uncertain, but as
soon as he saw the baby, ‘everything in my life changed. I couldn’t let him go, and then
they said we had to wait a week to adopt him and it nearly broke my heart waiting.
‘He was fantastic, a beautiful child. He probably would have grown up saying, “Thank God
I’d a different dad to you for looks.”’
Colin had just begun talking – ‘mostly “Mum”, none of the “Dad”’, says Jackie – and was
his Granny Nicholl’s pride and joy. ‘My mum loved minding him, it was like a new lease of
life for her.’
With Colin’s mother Anne away – her nephew had been knocked down and killed in
England – his granny had been looking forward to babysitting that Saturday. Instead, her
neighbour Helen Munn offered to take the children for a walk.
Colin and Tracey were killed when the IRA bomb exploded outside the Balmoral Furniture
Company on Belfast’s Shankill Road.
In England, Anne saw Colin being carried out of the wreckage wrapped in a blanket; she
had no idea it was her son.
The Nicholls went on to adopt two more boys; every time Jackie hears ‘Sweet Caroline’, he
thinks of Colin. ‘You think of wee things, like whenever I was working and I came home his
wee head would have lifted, even though I know it was probably my own imagination
telling me he knows I’m home.
‘He’d have been almost 50 now. There’s a void – he should have been here to look after
us.’
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Jackie still keeps Colin’s favourite toy – a wooden rattle given to him by his neighbour.
‘Margaret next door gave it to him and it was with him all the time. You can see his wee
teeth marks on it. I have it by my bedside, and it’s going to go into my coffin.’ xxxii

The following Memorials are found on the Shankill Road Belfast.

This plaque can be found on the side of Shankill Leisure Centre. It was first unveiled in 2008.
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A mural on Aberdeen Street commemorating all those killed in bomb attacks on the
Shankill Road, including Balmoral Showrooms.

Jackie unveiled this memorial on the Shankill Road in 2017 as a representative of a “still
grieving family.”
He said that members of the “Irish Republican Movement” came to the Shankill “with one
thought in their mind. The slaughter of innocent Protestants”.
27

He added: “In the aftermath, many loving families such as my own, were left with the
ever-lasting heartache of a loved one snatched away in the cruellest, most barbaric
manner, never to return.
“We must make it our purpose never to forget the Shankill atrocities.”

Lost Lives is
“A unique work filled with passion and violence, with humanity and inhumanity. It is the
story of the Northern Ireland Troubles…”

It reads December 11,1971
Colin Nicholl, West Belfast
Civilian, Protestant, 17 months
The baby lived at Elimgrove Street with
his adoptive parents, Anne and Jackie
Nicholl. At the time of the bombing they
had gone to England to visit Anne’s sister
whose young child had been killed in
a car accident. An interview with the
parents of Colin Nicholl was included in
“Sense of Loss”, a documentary made for
French television. In the interview the
Nicholls said they had adopted him
because they had no children of their own
after seven years of marriage.
Anne Nicholl added: “My sister’s only
wee boy got killed in England in a car
accident and I went over on Friday and that
was the last time I saw Colin. Early on
Sunday morning, Jackie came for me to
bring me home and it was Jackie who told
me. I saw it on the television in England
and I says to the sister, “that’s terrible”
you know, babies getting killed. I didn’t
realise it was Colin and I’ll never to the day
I die forget seeing that fireman with the
baby wrapped in a blanket. You know it’ll
always be in my memory. I don’t know
how I ever got home”.
“At night whenever we are sitting in there
on our own you seem to be listening for him
to cry or waken. Whenever I came in at
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night, I expect him to be here.
It’s really hard to explain just what we have really lost.
It has made our home empty. We have a
house and we have each other, which is an
awful lot, but we had a home before”
Jackie Nicholl added, “We thought it
better that we adopt a child. We always
wanted children, and although we were
happily married we thought it better to
have something to fill the home, because
whenever we got Colin, he brought every
happiness to us. And it’s the greatest loss
we’ll ever have in our lives, losing Colin.
He’s brought emptiness to the both of us”.
“It’s hard to explain in words just how
much we do miss him, you know. The great
tragedy of it all is that both Anne and I, we
just can’t understand that he’s away from us
and we won’t see him again. Through all the
tragedies you don’t really realise how much
it’s going to hurt. You sympathise with other
people who’ve had losses but you don’t
realise its ever going to happen to yourself.
And whenever it does, well you just can’t
explain the things that are inside you.
And the Politicians here, all Politician’s,
both here and at Westminster, that I
have heard only aggravate the situation,
you know. They go on television and make
statements without knowing anything
about Northern Ireland especially those at
Westminster, of course. There are
Politicians who are helpful probably to the
situation here in Northern Ireland but very,
very few have come up with anything
concrete that’ll bind people together again”.
“Before all this trouble started Roman
Catholics and Protestants were living in
great friendship together. People may not
realise it, but they still are. In certain areas
both Protestant and Catholics are still living
happily, together and the terrible tragedy of
It all is that so many people have lost
homes and so many people have lost loved
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ones, like we have, and these things are
irreplaceable. No Politician can replace
these things and the unfortunate thing is
that people are too willing to live in the
past and not in the future. They want to
dwell on things in the past and not think of
helping people in the future.
I believe that at the end of all the
trouble, Politicians will still have to come
round the table and talk out the future of
our country. Up to now none of them are
doing it and they are playing with people’s
lives. What happened to Anne and I, losing
Colin, could happen to anybody in
Northern Ireland”.
The Nicholls later adopted two boys.

CAIN Conflict Archive –
11 December 1971
Nicholl, Colin (0) Protestant
Status: Civilian (Civ), Killed by: Irish Republican Army (IRA)
Killed in bomb attack on Balmoral Furnishing Company, Shankill Road
Belfast
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